
 
June 22, 2020 

 

Dear Small Business Owner, 

  

I hope you and your employees are doing well during this difficult time. As a City, we are here 

to help you through this unprecedented crisis. 

  

As you know, in an effort to assist dining establishments in expanding capacity outdoors, we 

instituted a new business recovery plan allow for expanded sidewalk cafes, streateries, parklets, 

and more. This has been a success for the many establishments, and I’m glad to see the majority 

of business owners using them responsibly. 

  

While we as a City are doing everything we can to facilitate the re-opening of businesses and 

restaurants in a safe and responsible manner, we need the assistance of businesses owners as 

well. To this end, to protect the health and safety of all customers and residents, we are 

establishing the following new requirements for all businesses with a sidewalk café, expanded 

sidewalk café, and any area of outdoor operation, effective today: 

 

• All businesses must require any patrons waiting for entry into an establishment or 

outdoor seated area, to wear face masks while in line or in any area while waiting outside 

of the establishment, and social distance at least six feet from others. Face masks do not 

need to be worn when seated at an outdoor café.  

• No business is permitted to serve “to go” drinks to standing patrons while waiting for a 

table 

• Capacity of an outdoor café, outdoor sidewalk café, or any other outdoor area is limited 

to the number of seats available. 

• Only patrons who are seated are able to be served, and everyone must be seated while 

consuming beverages or food. 

• As a reminder, all tables and chairs must be six feet apart, measured from the back of a 

chair with a seated patron, to the back of a chair at an adjacent table with a patron seated. 

 

If bars and restaurants are not able to enforce these important safety precautions that are now 

required, the establishment will be subject to having the sidewalk café or expanded sidewalk café 

revoked or closed by the Office of Emergency Management.  

 

I fully recognize that the large majority of bars and restaurants are already complying with the 

spirit of the regulations above. To those that are – thank you. Hoboken is lucky to have such 



dedicated small businesses and we are here to lend a hand. We look forward to working with all 

of you as we re-open our City in the safety way possible. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to our Zoning Officer, Ann 

Holtzman at aholtzman@hobokennj.gov or at 201-420-2000, ext. 3100. 

 

Thank you, 

 
Mayor Ravi S. Bhalla 
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